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Focus Question: How did the voyages of European explorers lead to new 

economic systems in Europe and its colonies? 

A. As you read the completed note-taking study guide for “The Columbian Exchange,” 

complete the following flowchart to record the sequence of events that led to the 

Columbian Exchange, as well as the effects. Some of the items have been completed 

for you. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

CAUSES 

 

• Age of exploration begins. 
 

• Europeans bring   . 

and      to the 

Americas. 

 

• Europeans bring new 

___________ back to Europe from 

the _________________. 

COLUMBIAN EXCHANGE 

 

• A transfer of food crops from one 

_____________________ to 

another.  

 

• A vast _______________ change 

that would profoundly impact the 

_____________. 

 

• Named for  _______________, 

whose voyage began the exchange. 

EFFECTS 

 

• Columbus and other Europeans 

journey to new lands. 

 

• Native American ___________ 

improve; ________________ and 

______________ transport people 

and goods. 

 

• _____________ and 

________________ become two 

main foods in Europe. 

• New crops lead to population 

______________all over the 

world. 

• Millions of people ____________. 

• Populations wiped out by 

______________ and 

___________. 
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